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T O W N S H I P  O F  R A R I T A N  

C O U N T Y  O F  H U N T E R D O N ,  N E W  J E R S E Y  

 

O R D I N A N C E  N o . 2 5 - 3 3  
 

An Ordinance of the Township of Raritan Amending The Code of the Township of 

Raritan to Establish Regulations on Light Trespass in Residential Areas.  

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, in the County of 

Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1. The Code of the Township of Raritan is hereby supplemented and amended 

to add new Chapter 303 to be entitled “Lighting” to read as follows:  

Chapter 303. Lighting.  
 

Article I Light Trespass in Residential Areas. 
 

§303-1. Purpose.  
 

The regulation of outdoor lighting is necessary to prevent glare, light trespass (nuisance light) 

and/or sky glow from misdirected or excessive artificial light emanating from inappropriate or 

misdirected light fixtures in residential areas, and to discourage the waste of electricity. This 

Article is not intended to limit the use of temporary outdoor light fixtures in celebration of a 

cultural, religious or seasonal holiday or event. 
 

§303-2. Definitions.  
 

For the purpose of this Article, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall 

have the meanings stated herein.  
 

ARTIFICIAL LIGHT SOURCE 

 A man-made thing or object from which light originates. 
 

LIGHT TRESPASS 

Any form of illumination emanating from a light fixture or light source whether internally 

or externally illuminated on a property that penetrates another property and creates a 

nuisance, annoyance or glare.  
 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

The lighting of areas exterior to the walls of enclosed buildings and/or within structures 

having open or partially open walls such as canopies, pavilions, gazebos, etc., artificial 

light sources and/or light fixtures. 
 

§303-3. Regulations; Prohibited acts. 
 

A. On residential properties, installing or maintaining spotlights or other types of artificial 

lighting that provide a continuous concentrated beam of light extending beyond any 
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property lines. This prohibition shall not apply to spotlights or other types of artificial 

lighting controlled by a motion detector that automatically turns off within 10 minutes of 

activation caused by motion. 
 

B. On residential properties, installing or maintaining spotlights or other types of artificial 

lighting beyond the vertical plane of the face of any building or structure that causes a 

continuous beam of light to be reflected upon any adjoining property or any public street. 

This prohibition shall not apply to spotlights or other types of artificial lighting controlled 

by a motion detector that automatically turns off within 10 minutes of activation caused by 

motion. 
 

C. Spotlights or other types of artificial lighting controlled by a motion detector that 

automatically turns off within 10 minutes of activation caused by motion shall be so 

shielded, installed and aimed so that they do not create light trespass onto neighboring 

properties, nor directed skyward or onto a public roadway or pedestrian way. 
 

D. Hours of operation.  All outdoor lighting fixtures on residential properties, except 

spotlights or other types of artificial lighting controlled by a motion detector that 

automatically turns off within 10 minutes of activation caused by motion, shall be turned 

off from 11:00 p.m. until dawn.  Only the United States and the State flags shall be 

permitted to be illuminated from 11:00 p.m. to dawn, with such lighting being limited to a 

beam spread no greater than necessary to illuminate the flag. 
 

§303-4. Applicability. 
 

A. This Article shall apply to all owners, tenants, occupants, guests and all other persons 

within the Township of Raritan.  
 

B. This Article shall not apply to seasonally appropriate holiday lights and decorations with 

no commercial message; provided, however, such lighting can only remain for no more 

than two (2) months during the applicable season.  
 

§303-5. Enforcement; complaints. 
 

A. It shall be the duty of the Police Department, the Zoning Officials and Code Enforcement 

Officials of the Township of Raritan to determine whether this Article has been and is being 

complied with and to enforce the provisions of this Article against any person violating the 

same. 
 

B. Any Police Officer, Zoning Official or Code Enforcement Official of the Township of 

Raritan, may file a complaint in municipal court of the Township of Raritan for any 

violations of this Article. 
 

§303-6. Violations and penalties. 
 

Any person, firm, corporation or association violating the terms of this Article, whether as 

principal, agent or employee of another, shall be subject to the penalties as provided in 

Chapter 1, Section 1-5, General Penalty, of the Township Code. If the violation is of a continuing 

nature, each day during which it continues constitutes a separate and distinct offense. 
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 Section 2. If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid in any court of competent 

jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance and they shall 

remain in full force and effect, except so far as the section or provision so declared invalid shall 

be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

Section 3. In the event of any inconsistencies between the provisions of this Ordinance 

and any prior ordinance of the Township of Raritan, the provisions hereof shall be determined to 

govern, and the inconsistencies of the prior ordinance are hereby repealed.  All other parts, portions 

and provisions of the Ordinances of the Township of Raritan are hereby ratified and confirmed, 

except where inconsistent with the terms hereof. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and publication 

in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

INTRODUCED/PASSED ON FIRST READING: August 5, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 
PUBLISHED:  8/10/2025 
 

ADOPTED:  9/2/2025 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ATTEST:                      TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE 
 TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN 

 

         
____________________________________    ______________________________ 

Donna Kukla, RMC - Township Clerk     Bob King - Mayor 

 

 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the attached Ordinance was adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, 

State of New Jersey on second reading at their meeting held in the Meeting Room of the Municipal Complex, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, 
NJ 08822 on September 2, 2025.  
 

 
 

___________________________________ 

       
Donna Kukla, RMC - Township Clerk 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Sipos X    

Fatooh X    

MacDade X    

Perry X    

King X    

ROLL CALL VOTE: Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Sipos X    

Fatooh X    

MacDade X    

Perry X    

King X    


